AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1 . (Currently amended) An ink jet recording medium having an ink receiving layer 
formed on a substrate, wherein an ink fixing agent contained in the ink receiving layer is a 
serpentine compound containing at least one metal selected from the group consisting of Mg and 
Zn , and wherein the serpentine compound is represented by the following formula (IV 

(Mg a ZnJ^ 2 0 5 iOa 2 Ma -2 inH 2 Q CD 

wherein "a", "b" and "n" satisfy 2,7 < a < 3.5, 0 < b < 0,25 and 0 < n < 3, respectively and 
has a bottom reflection spacing (dA) measured by a power X-ray diffraction method of 8.5 to 
1 0.0 A and a (060) reflection spacing (dk) of 1 .53 to 1 .56 A. 

2. (Original) The ink jet recording medium according to claim 1, wherein the serpentine 
compound has a BET specific surface area of 150 to 500 m 2 /g. 

3. (Original) The ink jet recording medium according to claim 1, wherein the serpentine 
compound has a total pore volume (N 2 gas adsorption method) of 0.40 to 1.20 mL/g. 

4. (Original) The ink jet recording medium according to claim 1, wherein the serpentine 
compound has an average pore diameter (N 2 gas adsorption method) of 40 to 150 A. 

Claim 5 (Cancelled) 

6. (Original) The ink jet recording medium according to claim 1, wherein the serpentine 
compound has an average particle diameter of 1 to 15 ^im. 

Claim 7 (Cancelled) 
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8. (Original) The ink jet recording medium according to claim 1, wherein the serpentine 
compound is synthetic. 

9. (Original) The ink jet recording medium according to claim 1, wherein the ink fixing 
agent is a fixing agent for a pigment- or dye-containing ink. 

10. (Original) The ink jet recording medium according to claim 1, wherein the ink fixing 
agent is a fixing agent for a pigment-containing ink. 

1 1 . (Currently amended) An ink fixing agent for use in an ink jet recording medium having 
an ink receiving layer formed on a substrate, which is contained in the ink receiving layer and a 
serpentine compound containing at least one metal selected from the group consisting of Mg and 
Z n. and wherein the serpentine compound is represented by the following formula (\): 

(MgaZnq^ 2 aiOH} 2ra+bV2 l MI 2 0 Q) 

wherein "a", "b" and "n" satisfy 2.7 < a < 3.5. 0 < b < 0.25 and 0 < n < 3, respectively and has a 
bottom reflection spacing measured by a power X-ray diffraction method fdA) of 8.5 to 10.0 A 
and a (060) reflection spacing (dA) of 1 .53 to 1 .56 A. . 

12. (Original) The ink fixing agent according to claim 11, wherein the serpentine compound 
has a BET specific surface area of 1 50 to 500 m 2 /g. 

13. (Original) The ink fixing agent according to claim 11, wherein the serpentine compound 
has a total pore volume (N 2 gas adsorption method) of 0.40 to 1 .20 mL/g, 

14. (Original) The ink fixing agent according to claim 11, wherein the serpentine compound 
has an average pore diameter (N 2 gas adsorption method) of 40 to 150 A. 

Claim 15 (Cancelled) 
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16. (Original) The ink fixing agent according to claim 11, wherein the serpentine compound 
has an average particle diameter of 1 to 15 (im. 

Claim 17 (Cancelled) 

1 8. (Original) The ink fixing agent according to claim 1 1 , wherein the serpentine compound 
is synthetic. 

19. (Original) The ink fixing agent according to claim 1 1 which is a fixing agent for a 
pigment- or dye-containing ink. 

20. (Original) The ink fixing agent according to claim 1 1 which is a fixing agent for a 
pigment-containing ink. 
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